What Does Leasing a Horse Mean?
Full or Half-Leasing a horse is a great opportunity to get in more riding time and have the feeling of owning your own horse without some of the responsibilities of owning a horse.

A Full Lease is when you are financially responsible for all expenses of the horse you are leasing for the period of time you have arranged to lease, generally one month to several months.  Full Leases usually include being able to ride the horse six days per week at your leisure.

A Half-Lease is when you are financially responsible for ½ of all expenses of the horse you are leasing.  This type of lease usually includes being able to ride three days per week.

Leases can be on a month-to-month basis, or on a long-term basis.  A contract stating what is and is not included in the lease is signed by both parties and usually requires two weeks to 30 days notice to terminate the lease by either party.
To pursue a lease on a horse, contact your trainer to see what is available that matches your ability level.  You can then take a trial lesson on the horses that best match you and you can decide which one you like best with the help of your trainer.  All three parties, the person leasing the horse, the person interested in leasing and the trainer must all agree that this horse is a good match and the terms of the lease agreement are fair.  You may be surprised to learn that the owner of the horse and/or your trainer does not have to agree to lease a horse to you, even if you are ready to write the check.

For more information on Leasing, 
Or to see what horses are available to lease,
 Contact Jen Shannon of Cornerstone Farm.

Jen Shannon

(970)420-8794 cell, (303)828-9040 barn messages

jennikay@frii.com
www.cornerstonefarminc.com
Commonly Asked Questions:

How do I pursue starting a lease?


Inform your trainer that you are interested in leasing a horse and they will find the appropriate match for you if one is available.  If a horse is not available to lease at this time, there may be one available at a later date so your trainer will keep you posted as not all horses at the farm are for lease.

Are lessons included in the lease?


Not necessarily.  Each lease is unique to that animal and owner.  Price of the lease, lessons and restrictions vary.

Am I responsible for vet bills?


You are responsible for the terms you agreed to in the lease contract.  Generally, if you cause injury to the animal, then you are responsible for the entire amount of the vet bill.  If the animal injures itself while not in your control, then you are not responsible for the vet bill.  

Can I jump the horse when I ride?


The lease agreement will spell out whether or not you can use the horse for jumping in or out of lessons.  The contract also states if you can go on trail rides, take the horse off of the property for shows and even sometimes whether or not you may clip the horse.

What happens if the horse I am leasing requires a long lay-up due to injury?

You are ultimately bound by the contract that you signed, but you can talk to the owner of the animal to see if they would be willing to end the lease early or negotiate a fair price to end the lease.

How do I end a lease?


The contract will state whether it is a month-to-month lease or it will give an amount of time required to give notice of your intention to end the lease.

When is it time to move from a lease to purchasing my own horse?


When you want to consistently ride and/or compete on a regular basis, it is time to talk to your trainer about buying a horse of your own.
Always consult your trainer, they are here to help you and keep you safe.

