Buying Your First Horse
Buying your first horse can be both exciting and scary at the same time.  My job as your trainer is to help match you up with the most appropriate mount and educate you along the way.  

The name “horse trader” has a bad ring to it for a reason.  There are a lot of people out there who will do whatever it takes to sell a horse: drug it, work it down before you arrive, misrepresent age, hide health conditions, etc.  A trained eye can see these things and steer you away from them.
When you take regular lessons, I get to know how you ride, what your preferences are, what you can handle and what intimidates you.  As I look at horses, I can use that knowledge to rule out horses that are inappropriate and zoom in on the horses that fit you the best.  This saves everyone time and money and potential bad riding experiences.  
Once you have decided it is time to purchase, there are a few steps we need to take.  First, establish a budget that works for the whole family.  Next, we will go on “test rides” together and take into account the talents and disposition of each horse until we agree on “the one”.  After that decision has been made, a price will be negotiated for the horse.  When that is all set, then a pre-purchase vet exam will be set up.  If anything pops up in the vet exam, then we will discuss options like further vet testing, price adjustment, or even backing out of the purchase altogether.  I am here to help you and I will make sure you have all of the information you need to make your decision.
All professionals do things differently.  Most charge a fee that is 20% of the purchase price of the horse when assisting a client.  I personally feel that this is high and only charge 10% of the purchase price of the horse.  I also think that it is crucial to match people up with the right horse and wouldn’t want any fee to get in the way of that match-up.

As for the reality of other expenses, you are looking at having to pay for board, shoes, vet, equipment and lessons/training.  Below is a range of what each of those things costs.

Board- $400-650/mo

Shoes- $150-250 every 6-8 weeks

Vet- routine care for the year broken out monthly is aprox. $50/mo.  This includes fall and spring shots, worming and other mild ailments that pop up throughout the year.

Basic Equipment

· saddle - $1000-3000

· bridle and bit- $100-300
· fittings (girth, stirrups, stirrup leathers, stirrup pads) - $300

· saddle pads - $20-200

· brushes - $100

· winter blanket - $150-400

· halter and lead - $40-100

This sheet doesn’t cover everything, but it is a good start and will hopefully spark questions and greater communication.  The most important point I want to make is that I am here to help you.  My job is to educate you and walk you through the process and be your advocate.  It may feel like I am driving the ship too much at times, and I will do my best to help you understand why things are done in a certain way and for what reason.  I am truly excited to go on this adventure with you and I want to make myself available to you for any questions at any time.

